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1 “The world is in the midst of a food crisis which requires a rapid policy response. But the World Trade
Organisation agenda has failed to adapt, and developing countries are rightly concerned that their hands will
be tied by trade rules” :UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Olivier De Schutter

%0livier De Schutter: “It is a problem of principle: the WTO continues to pursue the outdated goal of
increasing trade for its own sake rather than encouraging more trade only insofar as it increases human
wellbeing. It therefore treats food security policies as an unwelcome deviation from this path. Instead we
need an environment that encourages bold policies to improve food security.”
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3From the “political guidance” text: In order to achieve this end and to facilitate swifter progress, Ministers
recognize that Members need to more fully explore different negotiating approaches while respecting the
principles of transparency and inclusiveness", “In this context, Ministers commit to advance negotiations, where
progress can be achieved, including focusing on the elements of the Doha Declaration that allow Members to
reach provisional or definitive agreements based on consensus earlier than the full conclusion of the single
undertaking”.

4 Paragraph 47 of the Doha Declaration 2001 states: "With the exception of the improvements and
clarifications of the Dispute Settlement Understanding, the conduct, conclusion and entry into force of the
outcome of the negotiations shall be treated as parts of a single undertaking. However, agreements reached at
an early stage may be implemented on a provisional or a definitive basis. Early agreements shall be taken into

account in assessing the overall balance of the negotiations."
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